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be secured by no height to which jealousies and
rivalries  and   insane   competition   can   carry  us."
The moment was not ill chosen for such an appeal.
A change in the direction of our foreign policy had
relieved all tension as regarded France and Russia,
in defensive preparations against which powers Sir
Michael Hicks-Beach had grudgingly poured out his
" untold millions " ;  and the " Dreadnought " com-
petition with Germany had not yet begun to take its
place as if to prove that expenditure was an essential
element in any policy adopted,   Mr. Chamberlain and
Mr. Victor Cavendish alike demonstrated the necessity
of the proposed expenditure on armaments and con-
troverted the idea that it was excessive;   and the
latter  reproached  the  opposition  and  the  House
generally for their failure to avail themselves of the
opportunity of exercising pressure in the discussions
on the estimates.    Such taunts coming from the
Executive Government with whom the real control
and responsibility lay were perhaps, as Mr. Edmund
Robertson said, " unfair " ; but they emphasized the
growing powerlessness of the House of Commons,
even if it had the will, in the matter of criticism and
restraint of expenditure;   and pointed to the truth
that radical changes were required in the relative
positions of the House of Commons and the Treasury
and  Executive  Government if Parliamentary  dis-
cussions, such as those which have been commented
upon in these pages, were to serve any but political
and electioneering purposes.    Apart from changes
which only the extremity of need is likely to bring
about, there is nothing to rely on but the voice of
the constituencies, and history has yet to show an